


News from Europe

. About the Transport Telecommunications and
Energy Council Meeting of 9-10 October in Luxemburg:

> Energy package: The Council reached a deal on 10 October
which represents an important step towards completing
the internal energy market.

Commissioner Piebalgs stated: "I am pleased that Member
States are supporting the Commission's drive to create a real
internal energy market. The internal market is essential to
deliver all three of Europe's energy objectives: a competitive
European economy, security of energy supply and sustain-
ability [...]. The main objective of the legislative package as
proposed by the Commission in September 2007 and agreed
by Energy Ministers today is to have a complete internal energy
market with open competition and effective regulation”.

These measures are essential for ensuring that sufficient new
power generation capacity is built throughout Europe. Energy
Ministers and the Commission are convinced that high invest-
ment is needed to ensure capacity and transmission.

After the agreement in the Energy Council, the Council, the
European Parliament and the Commission will enter into
negotiation to find a compromise. The whole package is
expected to be adopted in the first half of 2009.

> Traffic offences: effective cross-border enforcement.

At present, drivers committing an offence under the highway
code in a Member State other than their own often avoid
paying the penalty imposed on local drivers.

The Transport Committee approved on 09 September legislation
based on the proposal of the Commission of March 2008 (doc.
7984/08) to ensure that drivers will be able to be identified
and fined for offences they commit anywhere in the EU. The
proposal which consists in an exchange of electronic data among
Members States to identify offenders covers offences such as
speeding, drink-driving, not wearing a seat belt and failing to
stop at a red light has been presented to the Council on
October 9-10. Parliament is expected to give in November
2008 opinion on first reading.

www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressDat
alen/trans/103282.pdf

> Hydrogen and fuel cell technologies: The European
Commission launched in October a long-term public-private
research partnership aimed at accelerating the commerciali-

sation of eco-friendly hydrogen and fuel cell technologies.
Over the next six years, the EU 'Fuel cells and Hydrogen' joint
technology initiative (JTI) is to receive €470 million from the
EU's current research budget in Framework Programme Seven
FP7 running until 2013. The amount has to be at least matched
by private sector contributions. However Parliament who had
backed the initiative warns the Commission about the necessity
of having a Europe-wide network of filling station for hydrogen
powered vehicle to ensure the success.

NB: Joint Technology Initiatives (JTIs) are long-term public-private
partnerships on areas defined as strategic for European research
developed within the EU's Seventh Framework Programme for
Research (FP7).

http://ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/index_en.cfm
E——

. A dedicated center for expertise on public private
partnership PPPs

European Investment Bank EIB and European Commission EC
have launched in Paris on 16 September, under the French
Presidency of the European Union, a European Center of expertise
on PPPs.

22 entities have already signed the agreement protocol, among
which: EIB,EC, Finance Ministers of Austria, Greece, Bulgaria,
Finland, Ireland, Lithuania, The Netherlands, Slovenia, Slovakia,
Ministers for Economy of Poland and Latvia, French Minister for
Industry, the Danish Authority for Construction, the German
Task Force for PPPs, the Technical Unit of the Presidency Council
in ltaly...

The objective of the Center is to reinforce the ability of public
authorities in Member States to build and conduct projects on
PPPs and stimulate and support the dissemination of experience
and good practice.

The Center is financed by EIB (estimated budget is €4m) and will
receive no fees for services to Member States and will include a
team of high profile experts.

In the first phase within 2010 the Center will assist its members
in drawing policies and programmes of PPPs in the field of
transport and other priority sectors, and identify best practice
and topics of commun interest.

To day PPPs have amounted to more than €200bn , within the
next years €100bn are foreseen to cover projects in the field of
transport,education, health and environment.

News from the cities

. Extension of L3 metro line in Barcelona: infrastructure
and urban design

The extension of the L3 line between the Canyelles and Trinitat
Nova stations came into operation on 4 October 2008, with a new
1.8-kilometre tunnel section and two new stations, Roquetes
and Trinitat Nova, which it is estimated will provide service for 4
million journeys a year. The initiative included the construction of
two new parks in the area around the new stations, which has
allowed this space to be recovered for the public. The work entailed
an investment of €156.5m.

The new Roquetes station is the deepest station in the entire
metro network, located at a depth of 56 metres. It is connected
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