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1998-2008, ten years on …

In 1998 the European Metropolitan
Transport Authorities association

was created as the forum to
exchange information and
good practices on the orga-
nisation, the planning and
the financing of public

transport systems.

For the past ten years, transport
networks have expanded and modernized

their systems, new tramways and metro
lines have  flourished in many cities, quality
standards are now the norm for contracts
and intelligent transportation technology
finds extensive application in travel
information and fare collection.

Through studies, workshops and publica-
tions, the EMTA network built a consistent
knowledge and raised the awareness of
European public transport authorities. It
also expanded its membership to the
current 31 c i ty /regions,  cover ing 17
European countries (and a partner institution
in North America), serving 100 million
European citizens.

Due to the undeniable impact of climate
change, urban transport is now seen by
European Institutions as instrumental in
achieving sustainable mobility in the
metropolitan areas. This is an additional
challenge for transport authorities.

The EMTA will celebrate its tenth anniversary
on 28 November 2008, with a seminar on
local governance as a support to sustainable
urban mobility and on related financial
challenges.

Looking forward to your inputs on 28
November 2008.

Hannu Penttilä
President

News from Europe
¸ European Commission Green Paper “Towards a new Culture
for Urban Mobility”
In 2007, transport Commissionner Jacques Barrot opened a wide consultation
on the subject of tackling congestion and pollution in European cities and
improving road safety. The consultation resulted in a Green Paper released by
the European Commission in September 2007 “Towards a new Culture for
Urban Mobility”, unfolding a strategy of “free-flowing and greener towns and
cities, smarter urban mobility and  urban transport services which are accessible,
safe and secure for all European citizens”.

The Green Paper included a questionnaire widely addressed to all stakeholders
until 15 March 2008, it has received some 150 answers according to the
Commission, among which EMTA’s contribution. An action plan of concrete
measures is to be released in October 2008 by the European Commission.

On 14 February 2008 representatives from various European cities and experts
gave their view at a European Parliament Transport Committee hearing. A
report has been issued at the initiative of the Austrian member of Parliament
Rheinard Rack which will be presented on 5 May 2008 at the Transport
Committee of the European Parliament.

The following steps are: June 2008  the Parliament is due  to vote on the report
and October 2008 the Commission is to adopt the Action Plan.

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/clean/green_paper_urban_transport/
doc/2007_09_25_gp_urban_mobility_memo_en.pdf

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&mode
=XML&language=EN&reference=PE402.655

¸ Galileo
On 3 April 2008, after an informal trilogue between the Commission, the
Council and the Parliament, the agreement on the amended proposal for a
Regulation on the further implementation of Galileo was reached which, if
confirmed by Ministers, would allow quick progress.

The Galileo Surveillance Authority GSA would stay under the Commission
control and prepare the marketing of the system once it comes close to the
deployment phase.

Along side the GSA, a new structure Galileo Inter Institutional Panel (GIP) will
be created consisting of three representatives from Council and Parliament and
one from the Commission. The panel would meet once a year to establish the
annual programme, the international relations, the governance and attribution
of contracts and follow the progress on the overall implementation.

The plenary vote in Parliament is scheduled during this spring.

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/energy_transport/galileo/index_en.htm

¸ The Climate-change Energy Package
In March 2007 the Council of the European Union (EU) decided to set more
ambitious objectives to reduce CO2 and green house gas emissions and set
targets of renewable energies in order to reduce Europe’s energy dependency
on imported fuels and also possibly lead the way for a new industrial revolution.

On 23 January 2008 the European Commission (EC) came up with a legislative
proposal Climate-change Energy Package that contained:

> a proposal for a review of the directive 2003/87/EC on the EU emission 
trading schemes (ETS),

> a proposal for a decision on the greenhouse gas emissions covering the 
non-ETS sectors,

> a proposal for a directive on the promotion of the use of energy from 
renewable sources,
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